Covid and Hospital passports

The NHS have developed a Covid passport for individuals with a learning disability or autism,to be used in conjunction with their hospital passports. It aims to ensure that decisions taken about their care and treatment during the Covid-19 pandemic are made appropriately and respect and protect their human rights - https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/03/C0381-nhs-covid-19-grab-and-go-lda-form.pdf

A hospital passport provides important information about a patient with a learning disability/autism, including personal details, the type of medication they are taking, and any pre-existing health conditions.

The passport also includes information about how a person communicates and their likes and dislikes, which can be very important when they are first admitted to hospital. This can include any communication aids and how they can be used so health staff can communicate clearly. They can also show how the person expresses things such as happiness, sadness, pain and discomfort.

Hospital passports allow health staff to understand the needs of the individual, and help them make the necessary reasonable adjustments to the care and treatment they provide.

Many of you will already have a hospital passport in place for your family member. If you don't here are 2 links with a little more information about passports for people with a learning disability (advice from Mencap) and people with autism (advice from the National Autistic Society). Both include links to downloadable passports you can complete.

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/health-guides

https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/topics/physical-health/my-health-passport


